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Automobile Insurance

coverage. Your carrier will at-
tempt to recover its payment from

Uninsured & Underinsured Motorist Coverage ihe responsible driver.

We recently settled a case for
$100,000.00 on behalf of a client
who had a serious accident. The
settlement money came from the
client’s underinsurance coverage
on his own automobile policy. In
a second case, we received a ver-
dict from an arbitrator in the
amount of $650,000.00 for an-
other of our clients. Yet, after
recommending to all of our cli-
ents that they have uninsured and
underinsured motorist coverage,
we learn that a number of them
donotunderstand the concepts of
these types of insurance. Both
are required by law and both pro-
tect the insured, members of the
insured’sfamily and persons suf-
fering injuries in the insured’s
vehicle.

Uninsured Motorist Coverage

You and your wife are in-
jured in an auto accident. The
accident was caused by an
uninsured motor vehicle, or one
that fled the scene of the acci-
dent. You suffer injuries. Your
-owninsurance carrier, under your

Our office routinely processes
uninsured motorist coverage, will yninsured and underinsured mo-
pay you for the injuries you suf- torist claims as part of motor ve-
fered, which would normallyhave  hicle accident cases. Often proper
been payable by the negligent =
party. Your insurance
company may then
pursuerecovery of
its money from
the uninsured
motorist, if he
can be located,
at some date in ¢
the future.

underinsurance can add signifi-
cant value to your claim. Please
contact Phyilis L. Sanders, Esq.

You are involved in an acci- for further information

Underinsured Motorist

Coverage

dent in which you suffer serious
injuries and your rightful recovery
from the driver who caused the
accident is $50,000. Unfortu-
nately, he only has $10,000 worth
of coverage (the minimum amount
that complies with the law). The
responsible party’s insurance car-
rier will pay you the $10,000 and
your own insurance carrier will
pay you the $40,000 difference,
assuming that you have at least
$50,000 underinsured motorist




PRODUCT INJURIES AT
WORK AND AT THE HOME

More than six m11110n on-the-
job injuries and illness o¢cur each
year in the United States, accord-
ing to the Occupational Safety &
Health Administration (OSHA),
many due to power saws, drills,
stamping machines, and other in-
dustrial equipment. Millions more
occur due to unsafe machines used
at home: lawn mowers, chain
saws, even washing machines.

Who’s at fault?

If you’ve been the victim of a
machine injury...if you’ve suffered
an ampuiation, long-term hospi-
talization, extensive scarring, per-
manent injury...you should know
that the manufacturer, designer,
supplier or repairer could be lable
for your medical bills and/or pain
and suffering.

¢

Why accidents cccur:

Most product liability cases
evolve because products were not
built with proper safety guards or
adequate warnings. For example:

* washing machines without
built-in interiocks to stop  agita-

tion when the lid is open

*lawn mowers not equiped
with automatic shut-off to stop the
blade upon release of controls

* mechanical power presses
and chain saws without barrier

guarding
Do I Have a Case?

Two factors enter into case
evaluation:

* the circumstances in which
the product maifunctioned or per-
formed unsafely, and;

» the severity of your injury.

At no cost, our firm will pro-
vide expert examination to deter-
mine whether we can proceed on
your behalf.

Beware! A less-than-thorough
attorney will accept a mediocre
settlement without properly pre-
senting the merits of the case.

The Supreme Court ordered
the Social Security Administra-
tion, in February 1990, to stop

-denying supplemental security in-

come benefitsto poorchildren with
severe physical and mental dis-

_abilities. The Court ruled that the

government had violated the law

by using a narrow definition of the

rule and providing benefits only to
children who met specific medical
requirements. Children who had
disabilities such as Down’s Syn-
drome, Muscular Dystrophy, Spina
Bifida, AIDS, Cystic Fibrosis and
other chronic iilness and birth de-
fects were excluded by Social Se-
curity Administration medical re-

GOVERNMENT STALLS AID
TO DISABILED CHILDREN

quirement guidelines.

New regulations have been
approved by the government that
would allow approximately 37,000
more children to be added to the
Supplemental Security Income
Program. The administration must
also re-evaluate cases thathad been
denied under the old regulations.

There have been 600,000 de-
nials, going back to 1974 when the
regulations were first established.
It will be a task to locate the chil-
dren who were denied in the year-
long gap between the Supreme
Courtdecision and the approval of
the new regulations. Unfortu-
nately, it is doubtful that all of

those cases will be reviewed under
the new rules.

If you have a child who has
been denied benefits and wish to
actively pursue this issue, we are
available to assist you. Our office
has processed numerous social se-
curity matters for many years.
Please contact Marilyn Diamond,
Esq. for further information.




NEW HEADWAY IN LEAD
- POISONING CASES

Twenty years ago, lead based
paint was found to be a health
hazard for children. Lead poison-
ing is believed to be the No. 1
environmental problem facing
children. Government studies in-
dicate that approximately 57 mil-
lion homes still contain lead paint.
It is known that lead attacks the
nervous system and causes a wide
range of ill effects in children,
ranging from a drop in academic
performance to mental retardation.
Public health experts have identi-
fied lead poisoning, resulting pri-
marily from lead paint, asthe great-
estpreventable threat to children’s
health.

A recent lawsuit filed at U.S.
District Court in Philadelphia
names as defendants the Lead In-
dustries Association (LIA) and
seven companies accountable for
nearly alt U.S. production of lead
paint pigments in this century: NL
Industries, Inc., Eagle-Picher In-
dustries, Inc., Atlantic Richfield
Co., Sherwin-Williams Co., SCM
Corporation, Glidden Co. and
Fuller-O’Brien Co. This suit
claims that these manufacturers
and LIA did not disclose the dan-
gers of Jead paint and withheld
information of its toxicity for
nearly 60 years.

Courts around the country are
beginning to recognize the sever-
ity of lead paint related injuries,
and are punishing defendants ac-
cordingly. As knowledge about
the dangers of lead paint grows, so
do verdicts and settlements. This
is an important issue; the victims
of lead poisoning are almost al-
ways children. '

Our office has obtained suc-
cessful results in lead poisoning
cases. Please contact Stanley J.
Sanders, Esq. for furthér informa-
tion.

API-’.oﬁle: Neil Moldovan

Most product liability cases
arise because products were not
built with proper safety guards
or adequate warnings. Neil
Moldovan, who specializes in
products liability law atour firm,
states, ‘‘Society benefits from
the work I do. The resuit is the
protectionand safety of consum-
ers, especially children, who also
need protection from them-
selves.”’

Neil has been practicing law
in this area for about nine years.
A 1982 graduate of the Cardozo
School of Law in New York, he
is a member of the American
Trial Lawyers Association-Tort
Division, The American Bar As-
sociation-Tort Division and tire-
lessly dedicates himself to writ-
ing on product liability and de-
fect issues.

*‘Litigating product liability
casesrequirestenacity. You must

uncover information thatcan de-
velop coherent ideas that show
product failings. We must uti-
lize the expertise of engineers,
doctors and experts. These are
the keys to success in pursuing
product liability cases.”

An outgrowth of the work
that product liability attorneys
have performed has resulted in
the passage of the Consumer
Product Safety Improvement Act
of 1990. By January of 1993, the
Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission will set mandatory safety
standards for products (e.g., ga-
rage door-openers} used by con-
sumers.

Our office has successfully
resolved product liability claims

against some of the largest com- .

panies in the United States.
Please contact Neil Moldovan,
Esq. for further information.




